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Welcome to the autumn 2020 issue of Open Lines. It is
the newsletter for members receiving a local government
pension from the Kent Pension Fund.
We want to keep in touch and update you with any changes to local
government pensions. We also provide general information in the newsletter
that you may find useful.
Please consider opting to receive this newsletter as a link by email. We only
use your email address for this purpose and will not pass it on to a third party.
It helps the Kent Pension Fund save money in paper, printing, and postage.
If you wish to change to delivery of this newsletter by email, please complete
the online form at www.kentpensionfund.co.uk/openlines. If you already
receive it by email, please let us know if you change your email address by
completing the online form again.
Our website is www.kentpensionfund.co.uk. It has a dedicated area for
you. Click on Local Government on the home page and then Pensioner
member (receiving a pension).
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COVID-19 AND YOUR PENSION
You may be concerned that the pandemic has affected
stock markets and therefore the value of your local
government pension. The LGPS is a defined benefit
pension scheme. This means pensions are based on
salary and length of membership. Local government
pensions are not linked to stock market performance.
During the pandemic we have been able to work from
home. Payroll, administration, and management of the
Kent Pension Fund have been able to continue working
throughout.
We have limited access to the office. If you are able to,
please contact us by using our online enquiry form at
www.kentpensionfund.co.uk/contact. You can also
upload documents using this form.

Unwanted mail
You can stop unwanted mail by registering with the Mail
Preference Service.

Pension scams

Your name and address are added to a register of people who
do not want to receive mail from mailing companies. These are
companies that use direct mail to deliver marketing materials.

Pension scams have increased during the
COVID-19 pandemic. Please be aware that
these scams come in many forms.

To register with the Mail Preference Service, you can:

To help protect yourself:
• Reject offers that come out of the blue
• Beware of adverts online
• Check who you are dealing with. Use
the financial services register on the
Financial Conduct Authority website at
www.fca.org.uk
• Do not click on links or open emails
from senders you do not know
• Do not give out personal details.
If you suspect a scam, call Action Fraud
on 0300 123 2040 or visit their website
at www.actionfraud.org.uk
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• Sign up online on their website at www.mpsonline.org.uk
• Call 0207 291 3310
• Write to The Mailing Preference Service, DMA House, 70
Margaret Street, London W1W 8SS.

The Pensions
Advisory Service
The Pensions Advisory Service (TPAS) provides free,
professional, and impartial help with pensions. They
are an independent public body. Their staff are pension
experts who have worked in the pension industry for
years. Many of them are volunteers. Their service includes
helping to trace pensions and advice about pension
scams. For further information visit
www.pensionsadvisoryservice.org.uk
or call 0800 011 3797

Thank you for your suggestions of websites that
you think readers may find useful. Please email your
suggestions to karen.brooker2@kent.gov.uk.
Here is a selection of those received:
www.abilitynet.org.uk
AbilityNet supports people with any disability or
impairment to use technology. They provide specialist
advice services and free information resources.
www.gov.uk/council-tax-bands
Find out the council tax band for any house in England
by typing in the post code.
www.one.network
This website shows roadworks across the UK. You can
use the date change to see planned roadworks.
www.cinnamon.org.uk
The Cinnamon Trust is a national charity for elderly
people and their pets. They have a network of
volunteers to help homebound pet owners.

HELP WITH MEDICINES
Pharmacists work in chemist shops. They are
qualified healthcare professionals and can
give you advice about prescriptions and over
the counter medicines. Most chemists have a
consultation room where you can talk in private.
A pharmacist can answer your questions such as,
how to take a medicine safely, inhaler technique
and understanding dosage. If you have out of
date or left-over medicine, give it to a pharmacist
to dispose of safely. Never put it down the toilet
or in your household bin.
Find further information about help with
medicines and pharmacists on the NHS website
at www.nhs.uk or visit your local chemist.

Active 10 is an NHS campaign for adults. It
recommends incorporating a brisk 10 minute
walk into your daily life. This small change can
have a big impact on improving your health.
The campaign encourages one session every
day. You can gradually progress to 30 minutes
a day which is recommended by the Chief
Medical Officer. You can download the Active 10
app to monitor your progress. Find it on the NHS
website at www.nhs.uk or in the app store on
your mobile phone.
Couch to 5K is a running plan for absolute
beginners over 9 weeks. It was developed by a
runner who wanted to help his 50-something
mum get fitter.
It starts with a mix of running and walking to
gradually build up your fitness and stamina. If
you have any health concerns about beginning
an exercise regime like Couch to 5K, make an
appointment to see your GP and discuss it with
them first. For further information, visit www.
nhs.uk/live-well/exercise/get-running-withcouch-to-5k or ask about it at your GP surgery.

5k

WEBSITES OF
INTEREST

ACTIVE 10 AND
COUCH TO 5K

ACTIVE 10
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GETTING ONLINE
To get online you need a digital device and an internet service
provider (ISP).
A digital device can be a personal computer (PC), laptop, tablet,
smartphone, or a smart TV. Smart means the device can connect to
the internet.
You choose an internet service provider. They set up internet access
through your telephone line or mobile device. If you already have a
telephone provider, they should be able to upgrade your package
to internet access. Although it is usually worth shopping around
because the cost varies between providers.

Mindfulness
Studies are starting to show that it can
improve our mental well-being when
we take the time to be aware of our
surroundings, thoughts, and feelings.
This slowing down and awareness
is known as mindfulness. It can help
us to enjoy life more and understand
ourselves.
To practise mindfulness, try to be
aware of the sights, sounds and smells
around you. Notice the feel of things
when you touch them. Process how
you feel and what you are thinking.
You can pick a regular time to practise
mindfulness, for example, on a walk to
the shops or work. You decide to be
aware of the sensations around you.
When we are aware of the present
moment, we may enjoy things we
take for granted. It can help to stop
other thoughts taking over. We may
recognise signs of anxiety earlier.
For more information about
mindfulness, visit the NHS website
www.nhs.uk
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Data limit is how much you can download from the internet. It
is measured in gigabytes (GB) per month. The amount of data
allowed in a package varies. If you go over your data limit, you
could be charged extra or it may affect your internet access.
When you sign up, your provider usually includes a modem and
a router in their service. A modem uses your telephone line to
connect to the internet. A router allows different devices in your
home to share the internet connection. This is the Wi-Fi network.
An internet service provider should be able to help you set up your
device and internet connection.
If you cannot afford internet access, you can access the internet for
free at your local library.

What we do with your
personal data
The General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) give people
greater rights and protection of their personal data.
The Kent Pension Fund needs to hold and process data to pay
pensions and manage the Fund.
We have a short privacy notice and a full privacy notice.
They detail what personal data we hold, what we do with it
and who we share it with. You can view them at
www.kentpensionfund.co.uk/privacynotice. If you do not
have internet access, call us on 03000 413488.
We will send you a copy.

FLOOD ALERTS
AND WARNINGS
Treasure and what
to do if you find it
Treasure is defined in the
Treasure Act.
In summary, treasure is:
• Any metallic object that has
at least 10 per cent precious
metal and at least 300 years old.
If it is prehistoric it is treasure
regardless of the percentage.
• A find of a group of 2 or more
prehistoric metallic objects of
any composition.
• A find of 2 or more coins at
least 300 years old and contain
at least 10 per cent gold or
silver. If the coins have less than
10 per cent, there must be 10 or
more of them.

A flood alert in your area means you need to prepare because
flooding is possible. Prepare a bag that includes medicines and
insurance documents. When you have a flood alert, check for
flood warnings.
A flood warning in your area means you need to act because
flooding is expected. You should do the actions for a flood alert
and:

• turn off gas, water, and electricity
• move things upstairs or to safety
• move family, pets, and car to safety.
A severe flood warning in your area means there is danger to
life. You must act immediately. Call 999 if you are in immediate
danger. Follow advice from the emergency services and
evacuate if you are told to do so. Keep yourself and your
family safe.
For further information about flooding visit www.gov.uk or
contact your local council.

• Any object of any composition
found in the same place where
treasure has been previously
found.
You must report treasure finds
to the local coroner where it was
found. You must let them know
within 14 days of the discovery or
within 14 days after the day you
realise the find may be treasure.
For further information, visit the
Portable Antiquities Scheme
website at www.finds.org.uk
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Benefits update
Tina Gilchrist is the founding Director of CBG Solutions Limited and has been responsible for the
co-ordination and delivery of pre-retirement seminars for over 30 years. Her clients include many
of the FTSE 100 Companies, whose employees receive support leading up to and following
retirement. She is an expert in State Benefits and has experience in helping individuals through
the maze of sometimes complex and constantly changing benefits. Tina can save valuable time
searching for information, that can be provided quickly and easily by a simple phone call on the
helpline 01423 819452 or email tina.gilchrist@cbgsolutions.co.uk

Tina Gilchrist

(This service is only available to people in receipt of a pension from the Kent Pension Fund)

1. STATE BENEFITS
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Government Gateway account to confirm their identity,
helping to speed up their claim. The move will be
1.1 State pension for married women Under the old
available to those who have used the Government
State pension system married women who were not
Gateway in the last 12 months to access their personal
eligible for a full State pension, or had a small State
tax accounts, including checking their tax credits,
pension in their own right, may have been able to claim
sending a personal tax return, or checking their State
an enhanced rate of State pension when their husband
pension.
reached the age of 65.
1.3 Pension credit online service The DWP have
At current rates, the pension that a married woman
introduced a new service so that pensioners can now
can claim based on her husband’s record of National
apply for pension credit online. This supplements the
Insurance contributions would be £80.45 per week.
existing telephone and postal claim services. It enables
This is assuming that her husband was receiving a
customers to make a claim without having to leave
full basic State pension of £134.25. If not, a woman’s
home to post forms or wait to get through on the
pension entitlement would be 60% of his basic pension
phone. You can use the online service if:
(excluding any SERPS or Graduated).
• you have already claimed your State pension
Since March 2008, married women on low pensions
• there are no children or young people included in
should have been awarded this 60% automatically
your claim.
when their husband turned 60. Before 2008, they
To ensure security for customers any personal
needed to claim the uplift. It transpires that thousands
information is sent direct to DWP. They only pay people
of married women who would be eligible for this
into the verified account that they get their State
rate are not receiving it, mainly because they did not
pension paid into. For further information visit:
claim it. This means that they can only receive back
www.gov.uk/pension-credit
pay for a year unless the error was after 2008. In those
cases, because the payment should have been made 2. FINANCE
automatically, the mistake is the DWPs, so back pay
should be from the date that it should have been paid. 2.1 Confirmation of payee New security checks have
been introduced for all customers who transfer money
to friends, family, businesses and other recipients. The
If you and your husband reached State pension age
new rule gives bank customers transferring cash to
before April 2016 (when the new State pension came
another account the additional protection of checking
into force), and your pension is less than £80.45 (or 60%
the name of the person or business you want to pay
of your husband’s basic pension), call the DWP to check
against the account number you are paying. If you
that the figures are correct on 0800 731 7898 or claim
attempt to make an online payment and the account
online at www.gov.uk/state-pension-throughname you give does not match the name matching
partner
the sort code and account number at the bank, you
1.2 Universal credit claimants to verify identity
are alerted and asked if you want to continue the
through Government Gateway People applying
transaction. As well as reducing fraud, this helps reduce
for universal credit will now be able to use their existing

accidentally misdirected payments. Confirmation of
payee has been adopted by all the UK’s largest banking
groups.

such as new insulation, up to £5,000 per household.
The poorest households could receive up to £10,000.
You need to apply for the vouchers online. For more
information visit www.simpleenergyadvice.org.uk
3. TAXATION
4.2 New online service to improve Lasting Power
of Attorney People managing their loved ones’
3.1 VAT cut There is a temporary VAT cut from 20% to
affairs will find it easier to safeguard their finances and
just 5% for the hospitality sector only. The lower rate
wellbeing after a new online service was launched.
applies to food and drink at restaurants, pubs, and
The new digital ‘Use a lasting power of attorney’
cafés, as well as payments for accommodation and
tool helps those acting as an attorney to contact
attractions in the UK. It ends on 12 Jan 2021. However,
organisations like banks and healthcare providers
all businesses may not pass the VAT cut onto customers
easily. This improves the speed with which they can
by cutting prices, as they are not obliged to do so.
make important decisions, such as those related to
3.2 Taxpayers facing difficulty due to coronavirus
their loved ones’ care or property. The new system
(COVID-19) Anyone who has difficulty paying their
allows those acting as an attorney to provide a secure
second 2019 to 2020 self assessment payment on
code. When submitted to the online portal it confirms
account, which was due to be paid on or before 31 July
their status as an attorney and the power they hold –
2020, can take advantage of automatically deferring
authorising them to take actions on their loved ones’
the payment until 31 January 2021. You do not have
behalf. The new service is available to newly registered
to inform HMRC if you are deferring payment, and no
LPAs from 17 July 2020. It can be accessed at
interest or penalties are applied. However, HMRC warn
www.gov.uk/opg. The Office of the Public Guardian
that taxpayers should think carefully about whether
is working on extending this system to already
deferral is right for them. This is because the deferred
registered LPAs.
amount will be due on 31 January 2021, the same date
4.3 Mandatory MOT testing reintroduced from 1
that any 2019/20 balancing payment and first 2020/21
August Drivers whose vehicle is due for a MOT test
payment on account will be due. As such, all three
from 1 August are required to get a test certificate
separate payments may be due all at once.
to continue driving their vehicle. Drivers with a MOT
3.3 HMRC – change of contact number As people
due date before 1 August will still receive a six-month
across the UK stayed at home, HMRC noticed some
exemption from testing although they have the option
strain on their network provider. HMRC have now
to voluntarily get their MOT sooner should they wish.
changed their helpline number to ensure those
needing help and support can reach their advisers. The 4.4 DVLA online service to change address on
vehicle log book (V5C) Motorists who need to
new helpline number is 0800 024 1222 and is open
update the address details on their vehicle log book
from 8am to 4pm Monday to Friday. Calls to the old
(V5C) can now do this online in a matter of minutes.
helpline number will be redirected.
This cuts the time it takes for motorists to receive a new
3.4 Grandparents NI credits Grandparents and other
log book from up to 6 weeks to just 5 working days.
family members caring for a child under age 12 while
For further information visit: www.gov.uk/changetheir parents are working can claim NI credits. This can
address-v5c
build up their NI contribution record.
The government has confirmed that although normal 4.5 Which? Free scam alert service launches With
the sheer number of scams invading emails, calls
caring arrangements may have been affected by
and texts, campaign group Which? has launched
coronavirus, family members who have provided care
the free scam alert service to help people protect
in a different way, for example over the telephone, by
themselves. Anyone can sign up to receive warnings
video, zoom or facetime, can still apply for NI credits for
about the latest scams as they are uncovered, along
the financial years 2019 to 2020 and 2020 to 2021.
with information about how to spot a scam and how
to distinguish genuine communication. Their emails
4. GENERAL
will alert you to scams doing the rounds and provide
4.1 Green Homes Grant Homeowners across the UK
practical advice to help keep you one step ahead of
could receive thousands of pounds in vouchers to
the fraudsters. To sign up for this service, visit:
make green home improvements. The Green Homes
www.which.co.uk. If you have evidence of a scam
Grant means the government pay at least two-thirds
you want to share, you can e-mail it to Which? at:
of the cost of energy-saving home improvements,
scamwatch@which.co.uk

07

4.6 GCHQ – The National Cyber Security Centre
(NCSC) A part of GCHQ, the National Cyber Security
Centre (NCSC), is charged with making the UK the
safest place online to live and do business. GCHQ
have said that they cannot do this alone. The threats
faced by the UK are constantly evolving. To protect
ourselves and our livelihoods from cyber attacks,
fraud and theft, we all need to improve our security
online. Life has fundamentally changed, and with
it, the balance of threats we are seeing. The NCSC is
doing a wonderful job of stopping attacks getting
through. In June alone, they took down over 2,000
malicious sites designed to trick people looking for
coronavirus related services, including hundreds of
fake online shops. The NCSC has launched a crossgovernmental Cyber Aware campaign, to encourage
everyone to take simple steps to protect their own
(and the nation’s) online security. This advice will
protect you from many cyber threats. More details on
how to do this are available at: www.ncsc.gov.uk/
cyberaware. You can also help by using their new
Suspicious E-mail Reporting Service, which allows
people to forward potential scam emails to:
report@phishing.gov.uk. If they are found to be
fraudulent messages, the linked malicious websites
can be blocked or taken down quickly, protecting
everyone else against cyber criminals. This reporting
service has been created in partnership with the
police, who will be able to investigate those identified.

your EHIC is valid before you travel. The EHIC entitles
British Nationals to free or discounted state-provided
healthcare when on holiday in EU countries, including
Norway, Iceland, Liechtenstein and Switzerland.
Government advice states it will continue to be valid
in the EU until the end of the Brexit transition period
which is 31 December 2020. If your card expires before
the end of the transition period, you can renew it by
visiting: www.gov.uk/european-health-insurancecard
4.8 101 non-emergency calls From 1 April 2020 to 1
July 2020 no member of the public should have paid
for 101 non-emergency calls to the police. However,
there remains a chance that users of small operators
were charged for using the 101 service. The Home
Office are urging those providers to refund their
customers.
4.9 Pharmacy referral service to help patients
avoid hospital readmission From July 2020
patients who are discharged from hospital get greater
support from local pharmacy teams to manage their
medicines. Hospitals can refer patients who would
benefit from extra guidance around new prescribed
medicines to their community pharmacy. Patients
are digitally referred to their pharmacy after discharge
from hospital. This is part of the Health Secretary’s
‘Pharmacy First’ approach to ease wider pressures on
A & Es and general practice.

4.7 European Health Insurance Card (EHIC) As
popular tourist destinations re-open many people
will be raring to travel overseas. Please check that

Your local government pension contact details
We must apply the tax code that HM Revenue and Customs (HMRC) give us. If HMRC change your tax
code, we send you a payslip. If you have a query about your tax code, please contact the tax office
directly.
The Liverpool tax office deals with your tax code for your local government pension from the Kent
Pension Fund. Their contact details are HMRC, Pay As You Earn, PO Box 1970, Liverpool L75 1WX, call
0300 200 3300 or textphone 0300 200 3319. If you are calling from abroad, call +44 135 535 9022.
Please quote the tax reference 663/KP for Kent Pension Fund, and your National Insurance number
If you have other queries about your pension payment, please contact the Pension Payroll Team. Email
pensions.payroll@cantium.solutions or call 03000 41 11 07.
For any other pension enquiries contact the Kent County Council Pension Section. Complete the online
enquiry form at www.kentpensionfund.co.uk/contact or call 03000 41 34 88.
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McCloud judgement
When the LGPS changed from a final
salary to a career average pension scheme
in 2014, protections for older scheme
members were introduced.
Similar protections were provided in other
public sector pension schemes. The Court
of Appeal ruled that younger members
of the judges and firefighters pension
schemes have been discriminated against
because the protections do not apply to
them.
The government has confirmed that there
will be changes to all main public sector
schemes to remove this age discrimination.
It includes the LGPS. This ruling is often
called the ‘McCloud judgment’.
The government is still considering exactly
what changes need to be made to remove
the discrimination from the LGPS. This may
impact a small number of members who
took their pension after 31 March 2014.
If you qualify for protection it will apply
automatically - you do not need to make a
claim. We will contact you.

Help with paying Council Tax
If you are on a low income or claim
benefits, your council tax could be
reduced.
The reduction depends on:
•
•
•
•
•

where you live
your circumstances
your household income
if your children live with you
if other adults live with you.

Each council have their own scheme,
known as Council Tax Reduction. It is
sometimes called Council Tax Support.
For more information and to apply, visit
the government website at
www.gov.uk/apply-council-taxreduction or contact your local council.

Cryptic Crossword

by Roger Stevens

Across

Down

1. Goering made to imprison a
Eurasian (8)
6. Part of a tribe and now situated in
the North of Kent (4)
8. To start with, Scottish birds can give
one some angry looks (6)
9. Where scientists work on the
Spanish name for a fashion company
(5)
10. When emu’s lips move, it indicates
strong urges (8)
13. Wind back and get a very
unpleasant look (4)
14. Finds essay cut short with scissors
and has a job to hold it together (5,4)
17. An old drink spotted in an old-time
advertisement (4)
18. Concerning moving (8)
19. Country took six days to discover the
serious problem and 19 to end it (5)
21. Part of meal found in French plant
(6)
23. An outstanding person is around –
an old emperor in fact (4)
24. Case that can easily be converted
into other cases (8)

2. After Mencap came round, we decided
to live for a while in a tent (6)
3. Way of propelling a boat in a straight
line? (3)
4. It’s tennis and in a way it’s very
demanding (9)
5. Made a fuss about an illness but it was
found there was nothing in it (3)
6. Hogs Bible unfairly, then appears in
winter Olympics (9)
7. Snake surrounds and disturbs another
snake-like creature found resting (6)
11. Pound Vera mislaid is found by one of
her doors (2-3-4)
12. The food tastes juicy but cuts uncle
badly (9)
15. Enclose an area where church is situated
in an eastern part of England (6)
16. The extension is occupied by a previous
partner, we hear (6)
20. Dan gets quite confused – it’s in his
make-up ! (1.1.1)
22. Muscle movement that shows all is
correct, you might say (3)

The answers to the crossword are on the back page.
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KARF
Kent Active Retirement
Fellowship

KARF provide members with the opportunity to meet with
other retired people with similar interests at local branches.
There is a common annual membership subscription of £5.
The contact details for all the branches are shown on the
back page. If you are interested in joining please contact the
branch of your choice.

I hope you have been finding things to do to keep you busy.
I seem to have spent a lot of time on our allotment, walking
most days and watercolour painting all of which I enjoy.
Nonetheless I am looking forward to meeting up with you
all.
Val Hanmore

KARF Channel
(Folkestone, Hythe & Romney Marsh)

2020 got off to a good start with a New Year quiz and
a chance to catch up after Christmas celebrations. Our
February talk was on plants for shady places, with lovely
pictures and a knowledgeable speaker to inspire us.
Fortunately our AGM took place in early March, so we
KARF AGM
were able to re-elect our committee and outline future
The KARF AGM will be held on 25 March 2021 in the
plans before lockdown occurred and everything was put
Lecture Theatre, Sessions House, County Hall, Maidstone,
on hold. Sadly our spring holiday to Wales was cancelled,
Kent. Registration is at 10:30am for 11:00am start. All KARF
however the booking has carried over to 2021 instead. We
members are welcome.
had planned to start a monthly lunch club, an idea that
proved popular with members. Hopefully this will take place
North Kent
as restrictions ease and members begin to feel confident
We had our last meeting on 9 March 2020. We had several
about eating out. As our normal coffee morning venue was
plans for the year which we were unable to put into action
not available, a few regular attendees met for an informal
as was everyone.
outdoor coffee morning instead. Fortunately we were lucky
with the weather! Since then our committee met and plans
In July we sent a letter to all our members with news of
some of our members, just to let them know we are thinking are currently to move all planned activities forward to 2021.
of them. We were surprised and pleased at the number of
Carol Govan
people who responded and thanked us for the letter. They
all said they are looking forward to KARF starting up again.

Branch news

We are hopeful we might be able to meet before the end
of the year but know it will depend on how many new
Covid-19 cases occur and whether the meeting hall can be
made safe with social distancing and cleaning. We think our
first meeting will include an AGM and maybe tea with cake
to celebrate the return of KARF.
We send our best to all the other branches of KARF and look
forward to hearing their ideas for the future.

Information about all the KARF branches is on the website
at www.kentpensionfund.co.uk/karf. If you do not have
access to the internet, the meeting places are listed here
and contact details are on the back page. At the time you
receive this newsletter, meetings may still not be able to
take place or have changed because of the pandemic.
Please contact the branch secretary first.

Karen Kraus

Ashford

Tonbridge

On the last Monday of the month (excluding May, August
and December) at 2.00pm in St Mary’s Parish Room in the
Churchyard, Ashford.

I don’t think any of us thought that this pandemic would
carry on for so long. So I just wanted to keep in touch with
our Tonbridge KARF members to assure you that our branch
is looking forward to meeting you all again in our new
venue. Please see our contact details on the back page if you
don’t already know what is happening or visit our page on
the Kent Pension Fund website at www.kentpensionfund.
co.uk/karf
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KARF branch meeting places

Canterbury
On the last Monday of each month from 2.00pm to 4.00pm
in the St Dunstan’s Church Hall, situated at the junction of
St Dunstan’s Street and London Road, Canterbury. The hall is
accessed off London Road.

Channel (Folkestone, Hythe and Romney March)

Whitstable and Herne Bay

On the first Tuesday of each month from 2.30pm at
Seabrook Church Hall, Seabrook Road, Seabrook, Hythe,
Kent.

On the second Monday of each month from 10:30am to
midday at All Saints Church Hall, Church Street, Tankerton
CT5 1PQ.

Dartford

Wyvern (Swale)

On the fourth Wednesday of each month (except August)
from 2.00pm to 4.00pm at St Andrews Church Hall, 27
Watling Street, Dartford DA1 1RP.

On the last Monday of each month from 2.00pm to 4.00pm
at Tunstall Village Hall, Tunstall Road, Sittingbourne, Kent
ME10 1YZ.

Folkestone, Dover and Deal
On the second Tuesday of each month starting at 2.30pm in
the Village Hall, Lancaster Avenue, Capel-le-Ferne situated
off the A20.

Gravesham
On the first Thursday of each month from 2.00pm to 4.00pm
at Christchurch Hall, Old Road East, Gravesend DA12 1NR.
The hall is situated behind the church and entry is from the
left side of the church as viewed from the road.

Maidstone East
On the first Wednesday of each month from 2.00pm to
4.00pm at The Church of the Holy Cross, Longshaw Road,
Parkwood, Maidstone.

Maidstone West
On the second Monday of each month from 2.00pm to
4.00pm at Church Farm Hall, New Hythe Lane, Larkfield,
Maidstone, Kent ME20 6ST.

Medway
On the second Monday of the month from 2.00pm to
4.00pm at All Saint’s Church Hall, Church Green, Frindsbury
ME2 3HE.

Thanet North
On the fourth Wednesday of each month from 2.00pm
at Methodist Church Hall, Garlinge High Street (just off
Canterbury Road between Margate and Westgate).

Tonbridge
On the third Thursday of each month from 2.00pm to
4.00pm in the Longmead Lounge of the Tonbridge Baptist
Church, Darenth Avenue, Tonbridge, Kent TN10 3HZ.

Tunbridge Wells (KARF 400)
On the second Tuesday of each month at 2:00pm in St
Augustine’s Church Hall in Crescent Road, situated across
the road from the Assembly Hall in the centre of Tunbridge
Wells. Please check with the branch secretary, as 3 of the
monthly meetings are held elsewhere.

Reader’s poem

Bring Bring
by Ruth Partis

Bring bring, Bring bring
That’s how telephones used to ring
Bring a bottle, bring a mate
Bring something savoury – on a plate
Bring a pizza, bring pickled cucumbers
Bring a spare man – to make up the numbers
Bring something to chuck on the barbecue
Bring something vegetarian – just for you
Just bring yourself – but on the way
Can you pick up Jack and Kate – and Faye
Bring the dogs, bring the baby
Bring some chips covered in gravy
Bring some glasses - bring some chairs
Wear what you like – no-one cares
Bring bring, Bring bring
That’s how friends used to ring.
Now the phones just vibrate
By the time you see it- it’s too late
Thank you to all the readers who sent in poems. If you
would like your poem considered for inclusion in the next
newsletter, please send it to Open Lines, KCC Pension
Section, Sessions House, County Hall, Maidstone, Kent ME14
1XQ or email karen.brooker2@kent.gov.uk

KARF LITERARY COMPETITION NO. 30
Guess the title and the author of this book:
Published in 1908, this classic book focuses on 4 animals.
It is a story of adventure, morality, and camaraderie.
Please send your answer to KARF Competition, KCC
Pension Section, Sessions House, County Hall, Maidstone,
Kent ME14 1XQ or email karen.brooker2@kent.gov.uk.
The answer will be provided in the spring 2021 issue of
Open Lines.
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KARF

KARF
Competitions
KARF LITERARY COMPETITION NO. 29 - ANSWER
The solution to the competition in the spring 2020 issue
was Middlemarch by George Eliot

Thank you for all your contributions. Correct answers came
from Charles Outred, Anne Reid, Brenda Wickens, Muriel
Tomaszewska, Pat Taylor, Ann Baker, Gill Trevelyan, Rick
Butler, Eileen Corke, Jan Clark, Pat Hyatt, C Shaw, Mary Kidd,
Lesley Vinall, Bernice Barber, Libby Tucker, Vanessa Draper,
Ruth Partis, Brian Wheatcroft and Joyce Smith.
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Disclaimer: The information in this newsletter is for general use only and does not cover every personal circumstance. If there
is any disagreement over your pension benefits due under the Local Government Pension Scheme, the appropriate legislation
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